                    MA PROGRAMME IN PHILOSOPHY taught in English
PHILOSOPHICAL METHOD 
fall 2011
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sc. Aneta  Karageorgieva

Schedule:
Monday, 11:15 - 13:00 
              Room 518
Discussions will be held on: October 10, 24, November 7, 21, December 5, 19, January 9. 

The remaining days are in Reading weeks.

                                               Main topics

1.  The concept of method. What is philosophy? What is method? What is philosophical method? 
2.  The concept of paradigm. Paradigms of European philosophical thinking: ontological, mentalistic and linguistic. The Ancient philosophy as ontological paradigm. 

3.  Plato’s philosophical method in the early and transitional dialogues: Meno - critical discussion/cross-questioning. 

4.  Plato’s philosophical method in the middle dialogues: the Republic  books V – VII - dialectic and intuition. 

5.  Aristotle on the method: Analytica Posterior – logic and empirical enquiry. 

6.  Aristotle on the method: Topica - dialectic. 

7.  ancient skepticism: Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism. The method of abstention from judgement.
Some useful links:
T. Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Chapters I to X. Texy to be sent via e-mail. Ch. IX at: http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/us/kuhn.htm
Materials on Kuhn at: http://www.des.emory.edu/mfp/Kuhn.html
Plato’s Meno: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/meno.html
Plato’s Republic: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.html
Aristotle’s Analytics Posterior: http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/posterior.html
Aristotle’s Topica: http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/topics.html
Sextus Empiricus: http://people.uvawise.edu/philosophy/phil205/Sextus.html
Secondary texts:

1. T. Williamson (2007). The Philosophy of Philosophy  (The Blackwell / Brown Lectures in Philosophy), Blackwell. Introduction  
2. J. Gentzler (ed.). (1998) Method in Ancient Philosophy. Oxford: Clarendon Press : http://www.questia.com/library/book/method-in-ancient-philosophy-by-jyl-gentzler.jsp  Chs. 2, 9, 10.
3. Mary Louise Gill (ed.), Peierre Pellegrin (ed.). (2007) A Companion to Ancient Philosophy, Blackwell Publishers 

4. J. Buchler (1961) The Concept of Method, University of California Press

5. T. Kuhn (1996 – Third Edition) The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, The University of Chicago Press, pp. 1-10, 23-35, 43-51, 92-111
6. G. Matthews (1973) Plato’s Epistemology, Oxford
7. S. Everson (ed.) (1990) Companions to Ancient Thought: Epistemology, Cambridge University Press
8. M. Burnyeat (1983). Can the Sceptic Live His Scepticism? In: The Skeptical Tradition, M. Burnyeat (ed.) Oxford University Press
9. The Routledge History of Philosophy (1997) Vol. 1 & 2, Routledge. 
Requirements: Participation in class discussions; final term paper (2000 words), due February 15th. 
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